[Reactive arthritis HLA B27 correlated in hospital patients in a general medicine department].
We examined 14 cases of reactive arthritis seen during the four year period 1982/1985 out of a total of 7,380 admissions. The average age of the patients was 40.1 years, while hospitalisation averaged 15.6 days. More than half the patients presented oligoarthritis manifestations which were also characterized by asymmetry and migratory behavior. Visceral manifestations were noted in 10 of 14 patients (71.4%). Etiological diagnosis was arrived at in only two cases, whereas half the cases showed no positive enteral or urogenital infectious antecedents. The HLA B-27 determination resulted positive in 25% of the cases. This is highly significant (p < 0.01) when compared to the control group 4% positivity. The follow-up was carried out medially for 4 years in all patients and evidenced only one case of persistent joint inflammation at the knee level and another case of relapsing uveitis. This study, performed on a random group of patients hospitalized in a General Medicine Department, confirms for the most part data appearing in the literature.